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Sound Familiar??
➢ •Do

the words “time for homework” make you
and/or your child anxious and cause a nightly battle?

➢ •Does

your child rush through homework assignments, with
messy or incomplete results?

➢ Does your child “forget” to bring their homework home?
➢ Do you end up doing more of the homework than your
child does?

Why Do We Need Homework?
❏ Homework affects achievement in school.
❏ Homework teaches your child responsibility.
❏ Homework helps parents be involved in their
child’s learning

LET’S ASK OUR CHILDREN
Have your child complete a questionnaire or ask them
questions about what they believe works for them.
Self-assess their thoughts about their strengths and
weaknesses.
Sample Questions:
I find it easiest to study when ….
If a subject is really hard, I tend to…..
The subject I most like to study is…..
The subject I least like to study is….

LEARNING STYLES: MYTH OR REALITY
1.
2.
3.

Visual – learn by seeing
Auditory – learn by hearing/listening
Kinesthetic – learn by doing
Do we each have a preconceived notion about our learning style?

Most of us believe that everyone learns differently – study in ways that are
most helpful to you!
Recent studies have shown that while we may have a preferred learning
style, we learn and acquire information best when we use a multi modal
approach to learning and that by adhering to one preconceived notion
about the way we learn best, we are in fact limiting our growth mindset.
http://www.lastinglearning.com/2015/10/25/the-myth-of-individual-learning-style/

How Does This Knowledge Help Our
Students and Children as Learners?
**It’s important to understand your learning potential but not limit yourself to a
specific learning style.

Fixed mindset vs. Growth mindset
As parents and educators, we should be teaching children to have a growth
mindset, that they don’t only learn in one specific way, and that students should
develop into positive thinkers in order to access information with an
open-minded approach.
We should provide students with opportunities to
explore all of the different learning styles.
We need to expose them to many different modalities and they might adopt a
new learning strategy that works better than the one the currently utilize.

Where Do We Start?
CREATE AN APPROPRIATE HOMEWORK
ENVIRONMENT
An environment free of distractions that has all the necessary materials will
provide the appropriate structure to increase attention and the likelihood of
task completion.

How to Create an Appropriate Homework Environment:
Create an Organized Work Area
➢ Choose a work area that has few distractions and is accessible to the
caregiver
➢ All the necessary materials should be available in an organized
container on or near the work surface

ORGANIZATION OF MATERIALS
Many children have difficulty keeping school items organized and often forget
to bring materials to and from school.
➢

Checklists can be used to assist children in identifying the items they need
for assignments as well as remembering the items they need to bring to
and from school.

➢

Checklists can be in the form of Pictures of items or a typed or written list

➢

The checklist should be kept in a place where the list needs to be used
(e.g. on a desk, in a backpack, laptop)

ORGANIZATION OF MATERIALS
A master binder system is a type of visual support that may help students be
more successful in planning and organization. The function of this type of
system is to help students keep track of schoolwork and other important
information so that work is finished on time. It also helps parents stay informed
and connected with homework, projects, and special events.

Recommended Materials:
➢

The binder should include any pertinent information specific to your child’s
school (monthly calendar for recording long-term assignments and school
activities, bell schedule, map of the school, behavior expectations etc.)

➢

Subject dividers one per subject

MASTER BINDER SYSTEM
➢

A two pocket folder for each class/subject. Use sticky labels to label the left
pocket inside each pocket folder “Homework and Paperwork to Take
Home”. Label the right pocket inside each pocket folder “Homework and
Paperwork to Be Returned to School

➢

An accessory bag to hold items such as pencils, pens, small sticky notes,
and highlighter pens

TECHNOLOGY TOOLS FOR
ORGANIZATION
Using various forms of technology can help a child improve overall
organization. It’s important to determine what technology will most directly
address the child’s area of need.
Alarm clock or watch can be used to remind the student throughout the
day of his or her responsibilities both at home and at school
➢ Timers are helpful to promote time management for homework
➢ Digital Calendars can be helpful in keeping track of daily and long-term
assignments. It can be used if your child has motor difficulties or finds it
laborious to write.
➢ Google Keep is a free note taking App that allows you take notes, make
lists , add photos and share them with others; offers voice memo option
and reminder feature
➢

READING COMPREHENSION
STRATEGIES
It is important for parents to understand the specific needs of students
with reading comprehension difficulties, and use this understanding to
find effective homework strategies to help them.
Students with speech and language deficits often have difficulty with
the following skills:
➢
➢
➢
➢

Inferencing and Predicting
Visualization
Understanding Vocabulary
Identifying the main idea and supporting details

READING COMPREHENSION
STRATEGIES:
INFERENCING & PREDICTING
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Good readers are like detectives
They use clues to determine what is happening in a story
This is called INFERENCE
Good readers also make educated guesses about what may happen later in the story
They use the author’s hints to PREDICT what will most likely occur

KNOWLEDGE + TEXT = INFERENCE

READING COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES:
INFERENCING & PREDICTING
A graphic organizer is a visual tool used to organize information and
show the relationship between concepts. Graphic organizers feature
diagrams or layouts with blanks to be filled in by the child. Graphic
organizers are recommended by the National Reading Panel as an
effective way to improve comprehension.
How to use a graphic organizer to work on inferencing skills:
➢ Have your child fill out portions of the graphic organizer before,
during, and after reading
➢ This will help your child access their background knowledge,identify
relevant textual evidence, and make connections
(see graphic organizer handouts)

READING COMPREHENSION
STRATEGIES: VISUALIZATION
Visualization refers to the ability to create an image from
language as a basis for comprehension and higher-order thinking.
The development of imagery improves reading and listening
comprehension, memory, oral vocabulary, critical thinking, and
writing.
By using prior knowledge and background experiences, readers
connect the author’s writing with a personal picture. Through
guided visualization, students learn how to create mental pictures
as they read.
●

Begin reading. Pause after a few sentences or paragraphs that contain good descriptive information.

READING COMPREHENSION
STRATEGIES: VISUALIZATION
How to Use Visualization:
➢

While reading aloud with your child tell him to make a picture in his mind as he reads, pause after a few
sentences or paragraphs that contain good descriptive information.
·

➢

Share the image you've created in your mind, and talk about which words from the book helped you
"draw" your picture. Your picture can relate to the setting, the characters, or the actions. Talk about how
these pictures help you understand what's happening in the story.

➢

Continue reading. Pause again and share the new image you created. Then ask your child to share what
he sees, hears, tastes, smells and feels. Ask what words helped him create the mental image and
emotions. By doing this, you are providing your child with practice with this new skill.

➢

Read a longer portion of text and continue the sharing process. Once this is a familiar skill, encourage
your child to use mental imagery when she is reading by herself

READING COMPREHENSION
STRATEGIES: VOCABULARY
➢

Preview vocabulary words prior to reading and provide child friendly definitions and
descriptions

➢

Semantic maps- visually displays features of words (e.g. parts of speech, synonym) to help
students identify, understand, and recall the meaning of words

➢

Visuals- supplement definitions with pictures by having your child draw a picture or find
pictures using the internet associated with target vocabulary

➢

Provide multiple Examples and Non-examples of vocabulary words (e.g. crying over a
broken pencil is an example of being melodramatic)

➢

Vocabulary ABC Journal - see example

Math Strategies
Math Curriculums have changed and evolved over the
years and students are faced with word problems that
require them to have not only prerequisite math
computation skills, but they need strong reading
comprehension skills, problem solving skills and an ability to
break down a multi step problem. Quite a daunting task
for any student, especially one with speech and language
and/or learning challenges.
We must provide our students/children with tools to support
and help them approach Math homework with more
confidence and competence.

Literacy Strategies to Solve Math Word Problems
Making Inferences
Connect a concept to a
real life experience. Create
a Math to Self Connection

Association Webs
Help us to make connections
to certain words and concepts.
"Fraction makes me think of…”

Math Strategies (continued)
Provide your children with readily accessible tools in their
workspace to help them meet with success.

Visualization

Graphic Organizers

Graphic Organizer for Math?
➢ Helps us organize the information in the word
problem
➢ Helps us describe, explain and connect a concept
or problem
➢ When we are not sure exactly what the question is
asking, we can fill out a graphic organizer to help
us see what we know and what we need to figure
out and what information may be missing!

Writing Strategies
Many children with speech and language weaknesses have difficulty with
written expression. This can make any writing assignment a daunting task for
both parents and children. Strategies should be tailored to remedy the child’s
weakness in a targeted area of writing.
WRITING STRATEGIES:
Provide your child with lists of transition words, synonyms for commonly
used words, sensory/descriptive words to help sequence, connect , and
express ideas more cohesively
➢ Writing Frames- a resource used to show children how to organize their
writing and also prompt them to include certain features
➢ Editing Checklists -help students edit their work for errors in punctuation,
capitalization, and spelling
➢ Graphic Organizers- assist students to brainstorm, structure, and organize
ideas for writing assignments
➢

Great Ideas… so now what??
All of the above mentioned strategies and tools are great in theory; however,
the key now is implementation!
Once you and your child create a homework/study environment that best meets
his/her needs, the workspace can be organized and stocked with the materials and
organizers for each subject area (e.g., post-it notes, highlighters, pencils, etc.).

Consider using a color coded system that matches
the colors used in that subject for school (e.g., if you child
uses a green Writing folder in school, have a green folder
at home with the various writing supports and organizers).
●

To Sum it Up...
•Homework is all about your children learning to
make choices to figure out what works best for them.
•By assisting your children to develop basic organizational skills and improve
their study habits, you are giving them the tools that will help them make
good choices about school work.
•Your children will start to understand that with a little planning they can be
successful with their homework and study habits, do better in school, and feel
better about themselves.
Through their involvement in the process, children can be motivated to develop a
positive self-image and to approach homework with a confident, “I can do it”
attitude, which will foster independence.

