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Who We Are
• Over the years school demographics gradually changed.
• Last three years a substantial increase in non-English speaking
as well as culturally diverse families have moved in.
• Syosset Council of PTAs saw a need and worked successfully to
fulfill that need.

Buddy Program

New parents from different cultural backgrounds
are assigned a “Buddy” to help answer questions
regarding school, PTA and class activities and
translate when needed.
– Launched in Baylis Elementary School in 2005.
– Each unit manages their own Buddy Program and solicits
volunteer translators.
– Flyers are translated into multiple languages are included in
registration packets (available at the registrar’s office) and are
also distributed through the unit PTAs.
• Languages offered include Chinese, Korean, Japanese, Hindi,
Urdu, Czech, Spanish and Slovak.
– We work closely with ENL teachers, guidance counselors and
principals to identify families who may require a buddy.

Cultural Unity Committee
District-wide initiative created by Syosset Council of PTAs
• Launched in 2015 as a result of the success of the Buddy
Program.
• Each unit has a representative that sits on this committee and
organizes district-wide events in addition to events in his/her
school.
Eg: Cultural Unity Roundtables are
hosted twice a year in the SHS
Student Lobby.

Some Results
• Buddy Program participation has increased by 40%.
• Parents from culturally diverse backgrounds are now taking on
roles as Council Delegates, Committee Chairs and Officers in
their units and on Council.
• Third district in Long Island to have Lunar New Year approved as
a school holiday in 2016.
• First district in Long Island to have Diwali and Eid approved as
school holidays in 2017.
• District hired translators to help parents during Parent-Teacher
Conferences and other faculty/administration meetings.
• District launched an automated phone and email system that
sends out important messages in the language of preference.
Eg: school closings and student safety alerts.

