INTRODUCTION
____________________________________________________________________________________

Welcome to senior year! This guide is meant to help you throughout the
remainder of the college application process.
Syosset High School electronically submits transcripts, counselor
recommendations, and the school profile to colleges and universities to
which seniors apply. Counselors submit these forms through Naviance.

Syosset High School Guidance Department
Telephone: 516-364-5686
Mr. Christopher Ruffini Assistant Principal
Guidance Counselors
Ms. Alison Barrett – Abarrett@syossetschools.org
Mrs. Jill Biblow – JBiblow@syossetschools.org
Ms. Patty Haddow – phaddow@syossetschools.org
Ms. Lori Haubrich – lhaubrich@syossetschools.org
Ms. Jessica Korman – jkorman@syossetschools.org
Mr. Christopher Kozlowsky – ckozlowsky@syossetschools.org
Ms. Jessica Krefetz – jkrefetz@syossetschools.org
Ms. Jennifer Melis – jmelis@syossetschools.org
Ms. Karen Rosenberg– krosenberg@syossetschools.org
Ms. Jennifer Saia – jsaia@syossetschools.org
Ms. Beth Waschitz – bwaschitz@syossetschools.org

COLLEGE ADMISSIONS TESTING
Students must check application requirements to determine exactly which exams
they need to take to be considered for admission:
SAT Reasoning Test
SAT Subject Tests
ACT
Fall of Senior Year: You MUST go to collegeboard.com or act.org to have an official
test score report sent to each college. This can take up to four weeks.
Colleges will NOT accept a test score report from Syosset High School as official.
*Students with Disabilities must provide their approved SSD numbers when
registering for SAT Reasoning and Subject Tests.
COLLEGE TESTING CALENDAR
2021-2022
IT IS ADVISABLE TO REGISTER WELL IN ADVANCE OF THE REGULAR REGISTRATION TO
ENSURE THAT YOU ARE ASSIGNED TO YOUR FIRST CHOICE TEST CENTER.

TEST

TEST DATE

REGULAR
REGISTRATION
DEADLINE

SAT *

August 28

July 30

ACT & Writing Option

September 11

August 6

SAT

October 2

September 3

PSAT

October 16

Info coming in September

ACT & Writing Option *

October 23

September 17

SAT *

November 6

October 8

SAT *

December 4

November 4

ACT & Writing Option *

December 11

November 5

* THESE TESTS ARE NOT GIVEN AT SYOSSET HIGH SCHOOL

Syosset School Code……….335-443
SAT Test Center Number…..33-906
ACT Test Center Number…..199590

PROCESSING YOUR COLLEGE APPLICATION
 Senior Folder: Must be complete before a Transcript Request Form is
submitted:
▪
▪
▪
▪

1-2 Yellow Teacher Comment Forms
Parent Brag Sheet
Student Brag Sheet
Extracurricular Profile with advisor’s/coach’s signature for
school-based activities

 Formal Recommendation – See Procedures for Formal Recommendations, page 5
 Applications
▪ See The Common Application in 7 Easy Steps, page 3
▪ Check individual college websites for schools not on the Common App
Submitting Your Application
▪ Fill out a Transcript Request Form for each college/scholarship application.
▪ Make an appointment with your counselor to review your application.
▪ Transcript Request Forms are due to your counselor 2-3 weeks before the college
deadlines.
▪ You may NOT leave Transcript Request Forms on your counselor’s desk or with
the secretaries.

 Deadlines
▪ If you are applying Early Action or Early Decision with a deadline on/before
November 1, transcript request forms must be submitted to counselor no later than
October 15.
▪ If your application deadline is on/before January 1, transcript request forms must
be submitted to your counselor by December 1.
▪ Monitor deadlines for interviews, portfolios, auditions, and any special materials
requested.
▪ Send test scores as soon as possible (collegeboard.org or act.org).
▪ Contact admissions representatives with pertinent questions when appropriate.

FOLLOW UP WITH COLLEGES TO ENSURE YOUR
APPLICATION IS COMPLETE.

THE COMMON APPLICATION IN 7 EASY STEPS
1. Create a Common Application account.
2. Fill out the Common Application. You will need the following information when you
get to the “ Education” section:
o Counselor: (Insert Your Counselor’s Name)
o Title: School Counselor
o E-mail: ( Counselor’s First Initial and Last Name)@syossetschools.org
o Phone number: (516) 364-5686
o Class rank reporting: None o Graduating class size – 600
o Graduation date – June 22, 2022
o GPA – (can be found on your transcript under “GPA Summary”)
o GPA Scale – 100. This is a WEIGHTED GPA.
3. FERPA Release Authorization Process MUST be completed for teacher &
counselor letters to be submitted:
Sign in to Common App►Click College Search►Add 1 College►Click Common APP
Tab► Profile►Family►Education►Click My Colleges Tab► Scroll to Recommenders
and FERPA► Complete FERPA Release Authorization (student must electronically
sign name)
4. Match Naviance and Common App Accounts*:
Sign in to Naviance Student►Click Colleges Tab►Click Colleges I’m Applying To►
Type Common Application Email Address►Click Match
*This links the Common Application and Naviance allowing SHS to electronically submit supporting documents.

5. Teacher Letters of Recommendation:
Sign in to Naviance Student►Click Colleges Tab►Click Letters of Recommendation
Tab► Add Request►Select a Teacher►Select Which Colleges►Enter Name ►
Include a personal note saying thank you►Submit Request
6. Confirm Teachers Received Your Requests.
7. Click Dashboard to access supplements for each college.
You are welcome to make an appointment with your counselor to review before
you submit your Common Application and supplemental materials.

2021-2022 ESSAY PROMPTS
COMMON APPLICATION
Choose one essay question which will go to every school (650 words maximum).
Individual colleges may require additional supplements of similar length.
1. Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so

meaningful they believe their application would be incomplete without it. If this
sounds like you, then please share your story.

The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental
to later success. Recount a time when you faced a challenge, setback, or
failure. How did it affect you, and what did you learn from the experience?
2.

3. Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What

prompted your thinking? What was the outcome?
4. Reflect on something that someone has done for you that has made you

happy or thankful in a surprising way. How has this gratitude affected or
motivated you?.
5. Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of

personal growth and a new understanding of yourself or others.
6. Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it makes you lose

all track of time. Why does it captivate you? What or who do you turn to when
you want to learn more?
7. Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one you've already written,

one that responds to a different prompt, or one of your own design.
"Through the Common App essay prompts, we want to give all applicants, regardless of
background or access to counseling, the opportunity to share their voice with colleges. Every
applicant has a unique story. The essay helps bring that story to life."
Meredith Lombardi, Associate Director,
Outreach and Education for The Common Application

COALITION ESSAY PROMPTS
2021 - 2022
Many of the colleges and universities that accept the Coalition application require
you to submit at least one essay as part of your application. You can start working
on these essays at any time and save drafts in your MyCoalition Locker. While there
is no perfect length for an essay, we recommend that you aim for 500 to 550 words.
For more information on specific application requirements, please consult the
website for each institution to which you are applying as requirements often vary.
1. Tell a story from your life, describing an experience that either demonstrates

your character or helped to shape it.
2. Describe a time when you made a meaningful contribution to others in which

the greater good was your focus. Discuss the challenges and rewards of making
your contribution.
3. Has there been a time when you've had a long-cherished or accepted

belief challenged? How did you respond? How did the challenge affect your
beliefs?
4. What is the hardest part of being a student now? What's the best part? What

advice would you give a younger sibling or friend (assuming they would listen to
you)?
5. Submit an essay on a topic of your choice.

College Admissions Representatives
Virtual Visits

How To Register:
• Log into your Naviance account.
• Scroll over to “Colleges”
• Click on “College Visits”
• Then click “Register Now” to register.

*Students will receive a notification in their Naviance account when a
school signs up for a visit IF that school is listed in their “Colleges I’m
Thinking About” tab.
*Check weekly for updates!

COLLEGE VISITS & FAIRS
✔Check Senior Bulletin (emailed each month) with extremely valuable information and your
Naviance account for college, scholarship and financial aid information.

✔ Admissions representatives will visit the Guidance Resource Center from September to
December. Check the Senior Bulletin, bulletin board in the guidance office and your Naviance
account for dates and times. Get a pass for visits one day prior to meeting.
✔ Attend local college fairs.
Nassau Counselors Association Fall College Expo: College Fall Expo
Long Island National College Fair http://wsuffolkcounselors.org/2021virtualcollegefair.html
Western Suffolk Counselors Association Fall College Fair: TBA

ON-SITE COLLEGE EVALUATIONS
ON-SITE COLLEGE EVALUATIONS TAKE PLACE
DECEMBER IN THE GUIDANCE RESOURCE CENTER.



DURING THE MONTHS OF

NOVEMBER

AND

Evaluations last approximately 10 minutes.
The application fee is waived (with the exception of Nassau Community College).
In most cases, a student is given an immediate acceptance decision by the
admissions counselor. In certain instances, such as when a student is
applying for a special program, the application may be brought back to the
college for further review by a committee.

In the 2020-2021 school year, the following seven colleges visited the high school for on-site
evaluations:
Adelphi University
LIU Post
Hofstra University
Molloy College
Nassau Community College
New York Institute of Technology
Oneonta
St. John’s University
The on-site evaluations offer students a great opportunity to meet with college admissions counselors
without leaving the high school.

PROCEDURES FOR FORMAL RECOMMENDATIONS
 Most colleges require one or two academic formal letters of recommendation. Check
college’s recommendation requirements.

 See your teacher in person to request a letter of recommendation.
 Ask your teacher if he/she prefers to submit the letter through Naviance or by mail.
 Follow up with teachers to make sure they know your application deadlines with ample
time.

Complete FERPA waiver in the Common Application. (It is highly advisable that you

 “waive your right” to seeing letters of recommendation.)




MATCH your Common Application and Naviance accounts in Naviance.

For Naviance submissions, invite your teachers in Letters of Recommendation in
September. Then confirm that your teacher received the request.

 For mail submissions, give teachers stamped, business-sized envelopes addressed to
each school with Syosset High School as the return address.

 Print teacher recommendation forms from the Common Application or college
websites if required.

 Say thank you! Please remember your teachers are excited to support you and
your applications. Please include them in this process by sharing your college news
and expressing your gratitude for their help with your applications.

COLLEGE ADMISSIONS OPTIONS & PROCESSING DEADLINES
Admissions Type

Early Action

Restrictive Early
Action/Single
Choice

Early Decision I

Early Decision II

Rolling Admission

Regular Decision

Definition

College Deadline

Guidance
Deadline for
Application
Processing

Students apply anywhere from
October through December,
depending on the deadline, and
receive an admissions decision in
late December or January.
The decision is non-binding.

On/about November 1,
depending on the college.
There may be rare exceptions,
such as University of North
Carolina, which has an Early
Action deadline of
October 15.

October 15 (with
rare exceptions)

Students apply anywhere from
October through December,
depending on the deadline, and
receive an admissions decision in
late December or January.
The decision is non-binding.

On/about November 1,
depending on the college.
There may be rare exceptions,
such as University of North
Carolina, which has an Early
Action deadline of
October 15.

October 15 (with
rare exceptions)

On/about November 1,
Students apply anywhere from the
depending on the college.
end of October through midNovember, depending on the
deadline. Students receive a decision
by mid-December.
If accepted, the decision is binding.

October 15

Students apply in early January.
Students receive a decision by midFebruary.
If accepted, the decision is binding.

The earliest ED II deadline is
usually January 1.

December 1

Students may apply on an ongoing
basis beginning in August. The
earlier they apply, the smaller the
applicant pool, and the stronger their
chances are for acceptance. In
addition, this may help their
candidacy for scholarships.

Students feel pressured to
submit rolling applications very
early, sometimes as early as the
end of September or beginning
of October.

As early as
October 1

Students apply anywhere from
November 1 through February 1,
depending on the deadline. Some
colleges have an earlier priority
deadline for scholarship
consideration. Students are notified
of admissions decisions by April 1.

Most regular decision deadlines
are on/about January 1.
However, the earliest regular
decision deadline could be
on/about November 1,
depending on the college (i.e.
University of Florida &
University of Texas.)

December 1 for
most colleges,
but could be as
early as October
15 for some

SHS TRANSCRIPT REQUEST FORM 2021-2022
APPLICATION DEADLINE

TRANSCRIPT REQUEST FORM DUE
DATE

NOVEMBER 1

OCTOBER 9

NOVEMBER 15

OCTOBER 22

DECEMBER 1

NOVEMBER 4

DECEMBER 15

NOVEMBER 20

JANUARY 1

DECEMBER 3

JANUARY 15

DECEMBER 15

PRIOR TO SUBMITTING THIS FORM, PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING STEPS:
●
●
●
●

Sign the FERPA Waiver found on the Common Application
Match your Naviance and Common Application accounts
Officially submit your SAT and/or ACT scores to your colleges (if required!)
Testing procedures have changed at many colleges. Please be thorough, complete and
careful in your research to understand what each college is expecting of you in the
application process

*It is your responsibility to virtually meet with your Guidance Counselor at least fifteen
(15) school days prior to any deadline, to hand in your Transcript Request Form*
Your Name:
Submission Date:

Your Counselor:

TR Form

Formal Teacher Letters of Recommendation (in order of preference):
1.

2.

3.

Name, City & State of College:
Application Type:
Ex.: SUNY Cortland, Cortland, NY
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Deadline:
11/15

Application Option:

Early Action

Common App

POSSIBLE QUESTIONS TO ASK COLLEGE REPRESENTATIVES
Students:


How would you describe the student body's personality?



What do students like most about your college/university?



What do students do for fun?



Which student clubs are the most active, and how strong is the social community on
campus?



What were the social or cultural highlights last year?



What programs do you have that encourage faculty and student interaction?
How would you describe students' relationships with professors?

Academics:


What makes your college/university distinctive? What is the educational philosophy of the
college?


What are the college's academic specialties? Most popular majors?


What is the student to faculty ratio? For freshman classes/upper division classes?



What Honors Programs are available? How does it work? Is there Honors housing?



Who typically teaches freshman classes? Professors/Graduate Assistants?

Student Services:






What types of student services are available on campus?
How accessible are academic advisors?

Are there research/internship opportunities for undergraduate students?
What academic and social support is there for students?
What services does the Career Planning Department offer?

Housing/Student Life:


Is residence housing guaranteed?



What percentage of students live on campus? Percentage who leave campus on the weekend?



How are roommates assigned?



Are first-year students permitted to have cars on campus?

Financial Aid:
 What percentage of students receive financial aid?
 How do you award scholarships/financial aid and what types are offered?

