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Syosset High School Cancels
CONTENTS:
Midterms
By Stella Chen and Saba Mehrzad,
Editors-in-Chief

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Syosset High School
announced the cancellation of midterm exams. In past
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years, midterms took place for a week at the end of
January after the second quarter ended. Students would
only come into school for their scheduled exams, each of
which lasted around one and a half to two hours. Syosset
High School principal Dr. Giovanni Durante explained the
decision to cancel midterms by saying “the teachers and
administration looked at the conditions being brought on
by the pandemic and decided that it would be best to use
the time during midterm week to continue with instruction.”
Midterms usually determine 8% of a student’s final
grade. Without midterms, Dr. Durante explained that “the
8% will be distributed proportionately amongst the four
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quarters and the final exam, if given. Overall, course
grades will be calculated similarly to last year when final
examinations and Regents were canceled in June.”
Lindsay Chen, a ninth grader, expressed, “I wasn’t
looking forward to taking midterms, but now I’m worried I’ll
be less prepared if there are midterms next year. In eighth
grade, the midterms I took were informal and weren’t
weighted in my final grade.” Sophomore Gabriel Kim said
he feels “mixed emotions.” He continued, “For me,
midterms tested my cumulative knowledge of a subject.
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Without them, I don't know how to see where I am in that
regard. However, there is less stress placed on both

Social Studies teacher Ms. Noonan concurred, “There

students and teachers because more instruction can be

are some educators who feel that under the present

squeezed into the school year.”

circumstances, it is in our students’ social and emotional

Senior Giselle Rasquinha doesn’t feel these mixed

best interests to revisit the emphasis on ‘high-stakes

emotions. She explained, “I’m personally really grateful.

testing’.” She also argued, “High stakes testing usually

This year has been very emotionally taxing... Having to

reinforces and reproduces inequities that already exist in

spend weeks cramming [for midterms], especially while

the field of education; middle and upper-class parents

applying to colleges, would take a large toll on my mental

can afford to hire tutors and ‘teacher assists’, luxuries that

health. While I enjoyed the laid back week of actual

many working families and/or first-generation college

testing, I don’t think it made up for the weeks before of

students cannot afford. The conclusion from some people

stressing out and cramming.” Math teacher Ms. Garritan

in the field of education is that high stakes testing is only a

agrees, “I think [the cancellation of midterms] alleviates

measure of privilege and not necessarily a measure of

stress on students.”

individual student ‘achievement’.” However, she also
recognizes that in Syosset, “For teachers of semester-long
courses, midterm week allowed for collaboration with
other teachers of similar semester courses, enabling us to
better serve our students and our curriculum. This type of
collaboration is nearly impossible given all the time our
new live-streaming responsibilities require.”

From: Canva
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Mr. Manzo, who also teaches Social Studies, believes

'normal’ but to ‘something better’”. Midterm week could be

that the cancellation of midterms is “a good idea.” He

used “as an opportunity to train teachers in trauma-

elaborated, “I don’t think it is feasible under these

informed curriculum practices” or to host “‘team-building’

circumstances to give departmental wide exams. It helps

activities for each grade (something all students—most

classroom plans because I think most teachers have been

especially our seniors—could really benefit from).” Forensic

running a little behind in the course schedule. The

Science teacher Ms. Schavran elaborated, “this year has

classroom time gained from not having to review or lose

been an opportunity for me to explore new ideas,… learn

class days for midterms will allow us to catch up.” Ms.

how to develop and enhance our ‘cyber class’

Garritan concurs, believing that “canceling midterms this

communities, and help students feel successful in their

year was the right choice to make.”

mastery of Forensic Science.”

Many educators will use this unexpected additional

During what was once midterm week, Syosset High

time to improve upon educational standards and curricula.

School will continue with instruction. As for whether or not

Ms. Noonan suggested specific ways to repurpose midterm

midterms will be reinstated next year, Dr. Durante stated,

week and “‘reimagine education’... returning not to

“At this point, it is too early to tell.”

Google Meet Updates: Useful or Inconvenient?
By Eric Chen, Caroline Hsu, and Lexi Langman
News Editors

In early October, Google Meet, a video communication platform
developed by Google, released multiple features for educational
organizations. As part of their G Suite updates, Google released new
features, such as polls and breakout rooms, in order to assist educational
and collaborative communication around the world. Breakout rooms are
used by teachers at Syosset High School to divide students into groups
online. Similar to a real life classroom, breakout rooms can help orchestrate
collaboration among students who are attending school virtually, and in
person.
Google Meet hosts can make up to a hundred breakout rooms in a single
call, and they can hop between the various rooms to check in on groups.
The new raise hand feature facilitates teachers calling on students who are

From: Canva

at home. In this extensive rollout of updates, a fun function was also added:
students can change their virtual backgrounds. This has sometimes been used to set a celebratory background for a
classmate’s birthday.
Students have been using the breakout room feature for over a month, and in most cases, they have proven to be a
useful tool in the everyday learning environment. According to Matthew Shafritz, a junior, “They are very beneficial to our
learning. They are much better than just watching someone teach over a screen.” More teachers are integrating this new
feature into their online classrooms to create a more interactive and engaging experience for students. According to
Stephanie Chen, a sophomore at Syosset High School, “I think that breakout rooms have really helped me in class as it
allows all virtual students to have a greater voice in a group setting instead of having to voice ideas in a huge Google
Meet.” Instead of having to open several additional Google Meets or use a shared Google Doc to perform group work,
students can receive an authentic group experience during a breakout room session. In a time when social opportunities
are limited, breakout rooms allow students to have conversations with their peers and, to an extent, recreate the normal
atmosphere of the classroom.
However, not every student is a fan of the breakout rooms. Mark Kimoto, a junior, said, “I’ve noticed that when we do
breakout rooms, the teachers don’t really have any way of checking if we’re on task or doing our work. I’ve noticed that a
lot of the time, we students just sit in silence in the breakout rooms doing nothing.” Jonathan Lee, a junior, said that “If you
don’t already know the person, it’s much harder to actually talk to them when you’re meeting for the first time over the
computer. However, I cannot think of a more viable option for teachers to use.” Junior Iris Ho shared the negative aspects
of breakout rooms as well, saying “I feel like people are less inclined to talk to each other over the computer, especially
since so many people just shut off their cameras once they leave the main meet and are put into breakout rooms.”
In general, students who do not like breakout rooms agree that “teachers need to actually go through the breakout rooms
for kids to actually start doing work and for the breakout rooms to be useful,” as junior Alexandra Marin said. She added
that while there are many cons of using breakout rooms, “They are fun and useful if a project needs to be done where we
can pick our own friends, but that doesn’t happen often.”
The implementation of breakout rooms is a large step to improve the virtual learning experience, but it is clear that
there are several students who find them frustrating to use.
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Art with a Purpose: Interview with
Long Island Scholar Artist Ariane Lee
By Emma Staller, Entertainment Editor
Each school year, Newsday selects exceptionally
accomplished high school seniors from Nassau and
Suffolk County for the Scholar-Artist Program. Syosset
High School senior, Ariane Lee, was awarded the
honor of being named an October Long Island Scholar
Artist for her prowess in painting. Her artwork,
Memories of a Lost World, is one example of her skill. I
interviewed Ariane to learn more about her artistic
background and expertise.

What prompted you to paint Memories of a Lost
World, and what is the meaning behind it?
Lee began by explaining the children on the shore of
her painting, “In the painting, the kids playing on the
beach are meant to be spectators, not actually there.
The man standing is picturing them in his mind,
reminiscing on a time where the sea wasn’t
contaminated, and children could actually play on the
beach.” Lee chose to paint the children in this fashion
to convey the importance of mitigating climate
change. “As someone who is rather invested in politics
and current events, I believe that climate change is
one of the most pressing issues that our world faces
today. However, it does not receive the attention it
deserves, and at this point, we are running out of time
to create a solution. Continuous emissions of fossil
fuels and pollution of the environment will lead to

Memories of a Lost World (Ariane Lee, 2020)
https://www.newsday.com/services/programs/long-island-artsalliance/long-island-scholar-artist-1.49642824
School: “I’ve taken several classes including Studio in
Art, Drawing and Advanced Drawing, and AP
Drawing.”

What is your preferred art medium?
Many artists have a particular art form that they enjoy
using most to create. Whether it’s clay, paint, or
colored pencils, each art medium is used to aid an
artist in the act of expression. Lee expressed, “I love
painting, and I typically paint with acrylics. Otherwise,
using a simple graphite pencil can’t go wrong.”

disastrous results for our ecosystem. In a couple of

Do you plan to pursue art in college?

generations, the Earth will look drastically different,

As a senior in high school, Lee has had time to reflect

and in this piece, I wanted to emphasize what we will

upon her future as an artist. She revealed, “While I

really be losing.”

don’t plan on majoring or minoring in art, I will

How long have you been interested in art?

definitely continue creating, whether that is on my own

Lee discussed how her art career was established at a

time or through a club or organization.”

young age, “I’ve been doing art since I was around 4.”

Who are some artists that inspire you to create?

She said, “It started off as just a fun hobby, but my

Art is a way to display experiences and knowledge

mom, seeing my interest in it, put me in classes starting

expressed through creativity. Lee demonstrated this by

around 5… I’ve been drawing and painting ever since.”

saying, “I have always admired the work of famous

Have you ever taken, or are currently enrolled in,
any art classes offered by Syosset High School?

political cartoonist Thomas Nast, but a more modern
inspiration of mine is Faith Ringgold.”

I am taking AP Art History,” Lee replied. The College

Do you have any advice for younger or aspiring
artists?

Board’s AP Art History course explores the major forms

Lee believes that “The most important aspect to focus

of artistic expression throughout various periods of

on in your art is originality and creativity. Anyone can

time. Lee has previously taken in a plethora of other art

copy a picture, but if I wanted a photo, I would use a

classes offered by Syosset High

camera. Art isn’t about how well you can mimic a

“Right now I am not taking any physical art classes, but

photo; it’s about making something entirely your own.”
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Where Sports and Academics Meet,
Students Excel By Jillian Oresky, Sports Editor
Athletes and scholars, brawn
versus brain; the debate over
whether a student can identify as a
part of one of these categories or
embrace both their academic and
athletic side has raged on. For
years there have been
misconceptions that a student can
only be smart or athletic. At
Syosset High School, a school that
prioritizes both academics and the
athletic program, this stereotype
has been proven false. Many of our
students are not content or fulfilled
by devoting themselves fully to just
academic or athletic achievements
and prefer embracing both. Not
only do sports give students a fun
source of entertainment after hours

From: https://syossetjerichotribune.com/2020/03/12/syosset-girls-basketball-advances-to-finals/

of studying, but also provide an

tremendous work ethic, both on

approach in high school, are why

opportunity to learn valuable life

and off the court, has led to her

we have such amazing student

skills.

exciting verbal commitment to the

athletes in our programs.

Although some may argue that
a student excelling in sports often
fails to give their studies the

Yale University Women's Basketball
team.
Being a successful student

In a study conducted by the
University of Rochester, it was
concluded that exercise increases

required attention due to an

athlete requires self discipline,

blood flow to the brain and helps

inability to properly balance their

prioritization and organization.

the body build more connections

time, others profess that it in fact

Balancing academics and sports is

between nerves, leading to

helps teach good time

a crucial part of being a student

increased concentration, enhanced

management skills. Scholar

athlete. However, coaches always

memory, stimulated creativity, and

Athletes, like junior Lilah Grubman,

maintain that school work should

better-developed problem solving

are a prime example of making it

always come before sports.

skills. Playing sports helps students

all work. Lilah Grubman is a

Sophomore Ari Caspi says that her

relax and succeed in academic

captain and starter of the girls

coach tells her team, “Once your

endeavours. Excelling in sports and

varsity basketball team as well as a

exam is over then you can start to

academics go hand and hand;

stand-out member of the track

focus on competition, but not

achieving success is all about

team. She additionally continues to

before.” Coaches like these, who

finding the right balance.

maintain a 3.9 GPA. Lilah’s

emphasize a well rounded

OPINIONS

In Defense of Project Based Learning
By Chloe Sohn, Opinions Editor

When a project based learning model is proposed, the resulting initial reaction is often skepticism. Due to its stark
contrast from traditional learning and assessment, many believe that project based learning is too unconventional to be
effective. However, as educational experiences have undergone major changes in the past year due to COVID-19,
educators have been forced to reconsider their methods of teaching and testing to effectively adapt to present
circumstances. As traditional classroom settings are no longer possible, new methods, such as project based learning,
must be implemented by schools to make remote learning more meaningful.
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The recent shift to remote teaching and the hybrid model has left
many students disengaged from their education. It has been difficult
for teachers to monitor the engagement of their online students while
simultaneously managing various online tools properly. Additionally, the
current learning environment discourages students from effectively
communicating and collaborating with their peers and teachers. Inperson students are isolated from each other; online students are
isolated from their usual classroom environment, a disconnect that is
exacerbated by frequent at-home distractions. As a result, students
are more prone to losing motivation and struggling to understand the
content. By leaning away from a traditional, lecture-style teaching,
educators can ensure continuous engagement, foster collaboration,
and better reinforce the understanding of a subject. Completing
activities related to the lesson promotes better knowledge retention by
providing students with a way to apply their knowledge to a new
situation and learn experientially. This, in turn, promotes student

From: http://reachinghighernh.org/2018/07/02/learning-growthcompetency-portfolio/

engagement by applying the material to real problems that directly affect or interest them.
Finding a fair method to administer exams has been another issue faced by teachers. Although teachers have
implemented several inventive strategies to ensure equitable testing—after school tests, open notes tests, and take-home
tests—academic integrity is still not guaranteed. Furthermore, remote testing depends on stable internet, productive work
environments, and cheating prevention software; these are factors that are not always functional or reliable. When project
based assessments are implemented however, tests consisting of multiple choice or short answers are replaced with
methods such as PowerPoint presentations, papers, and designing solutions to a given problem. This would allow students
to thoroughly showcase their knowledge and give them more than a forty minute time frame to prove their understanding
of a subject. Instead of cramming and frantically memorizing the material the night before an exam, students are instead
encouraged to understand the material and retain the information. Furthermore, teachers would more easily detect
academic dishonesty in projects; for example, it is easier to find plagiarism in two projects that are identical than cheating
in two multiple choice answer sheets.
Not only does project based learning combat plagiarism and disengagement among students, but it also allows
learning to become more profound and durable. The Syosset School District’s mission statement reads “Syosset will be
known for instruction that not only increases students’ knowledge, but their capacity to think.” Through project based
learning, this academic vision can readily come to fruition. Rather than merely memorizing and relaying information,
creativity and problem solving skills would be nurtured. Students would be encouraged to collaborate and build skills such
as communication, time management, responsibility, and productivity, that are applicable in higher education as well as in
the workplace. As a result, learning would become more than a sheet of answer choices, completely shifting the way
students understand material.

Will the Lights Go Down Permanently for
America’s Movie Theaters?
By Kyle Dapice

For decades, movies have been an
integral part of American entertainment,
allowing people to relax and escape
from the world around them. The buildup
of anticipation before a movie is a
mixture of excitement and intrigue; the
surround sound and 1,500 square foot
screens allow people to completely
immerse themselves in the movie. With
worldwide box office sales of $42.5
billion in 2019 and top movie theater
operators such as AMC, Regal, and
Cinemark having a combined 1,702
theaters in the US alone, the popularity
of movie theaters around the world is

On October 17, 2020, Governor Andrew Cuomo announced that movie theatres will open at 25% capacity
beginning October 23rd. However, theatres in Manhattan are closed indefinitely due to increased infection
risk. Source: Variety News
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unquestionable. Although the rise in streaming and

excitement provided by the movie theater experience.

COVID-19 shutdowns have raised concerns regarding the

Streaming services may be favored to rewatch a movie,

ability of the movie theater industry to survive, the

but for most viewers, movie theaters will always be

unparalleled experience it offers will facilitate its survival

preferred for a first time viewing.

in the long run.

Theaters offer a much better chance for films to make

A rise in various streaming service offerings is one issue

high revenues; eight movies released in 2019 each grossed

people see with the long term sustainability of the movie

at least a billion dollars in box office sales. This has proven

theater industry. In June 2020, Statista conducted a survey

to be the case even amidst the pandemic. MGM Studios

that showed that about 36% of people preferred

delayed the release of their newest James Bond movie,

streaming services over movie theaters for first-time movie

“No Time to Die,” despite a reported cost of $1 million for

viewing. Streaming services have become so popular that

every month it was delayed. They had considered selling

they have begun to make exclusive content, some of

the distribution rights of “No Time to Die” to a streaming

which, like “The Irishman,” have been nominated for

service but ultimately decided against it. Even considering

prestigious Academy Awards. This is much to the dismay of

the cost of delaying the movie’s release, they would not

directors like Steven Spielberg, who stated, “the greatest

have been able to make enough profit from a streaming

contributions we can make as filmmakers is to give

service.

audiences the motion picture theatrical experience.”

Although COVID-19 related shutdowns and a lack of

COVID-19 has caused the shutdown of movie theaters and

customers led to the loss of potential revenue, the

the loss of billions in revenue. Even since the majority of

possibility of an improved COVID-19 landscape in 2021

movie theaters reopened in August, sales have been less

bodes well for movie theaters. Proper vaccine distribution

than optimal. Regal Cinemas, the second largest operator

and heightened safety protocols can lead to the lessening

of US movie theaters, has shut down all of their US

of restrictions next year. More customers will return when it

theaters indefinitely.

is safer to go out. Already, this is seen in Asia, where more

Despite all this, movie theaters can survive in the

people are returning to movie theaters as restrictions are

future. The movie theater experience cannot be replicated

cautiously being lifted. The promise that this holds for the

elsewhere. When given the choice between releasing

worldwide movie industry is aptly put by Mark Gill, the

movies on streaming services or releasing movies in

president of Solstice Studios, who said “China, Japan, and

theaters, studios will always choose the latter because

Korea have showed us this year that fundamental movie-

movie theaters have the potential to make hundreds of

going habits haven't changed.”

millions of dollars in box office revenue. Although

At movie theaters, people get an immersive and unique

streaming services have become increasingly popular, they

experience, which cannot be offered by streaming

cannot overtake movie theaters when it comes to the

services. Theaters will always be the first choice for studios

experience of viewing movies for the first time. Watching a

to distribute movies and for first-time viewings. As the

movie at home on a streaming service lacks the same

world recovers from COVID-19, movie theaters will become
full again.

SPORTS

Sports Safety
By Jillian Oresky, Sports Editor
Many student athletes and parents are
still unsure whether high school sports
programs will continue due to the ongoing
spread of COVID-19. High school athletic
associations and club sports programs
around the country have postponed or
canceled their season in response to varying
state guidelines. But what are the risks of
contact sports while COVID-19 is still
around? To enforce sports safety in a
COVID-19 reality many aspects must be
considered; for example, the physical
contact possible between players, the
duration of the contact, and whether the
athlete is able to wear a mask during the
sport.

From: https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/more-1-million-children-u-s-have-had-covid-19n1247913
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Individualized sports that allow athletes to maintain social distance and follow CDC guidelines, such as cross
country running, tennis, and swimming, are considered low-risk sports. Team sports that require frequent close
contact, like football and basketball, have a much higher risk for COVID-19 transmission between athletes. A poll
was conducted on 20 Syosset student-athletes about whether they would feel safe playing high-risk sports. 80%
of the athletes said they felt comfortable with it. One of the student-athletes who felt comfortable stated, “I just
want to get back to my sport. I think that most of us do, which is why we would all do everything necessary to keep
it running, and follow all guidelines.” One of the athletes who was not comfortable with the idea of playing sports
said the following: “You don't know where people go outside of school and the precautions that they take. How
can we expect everyone to be honest with contact tracing and more?”
The decision to play sports is not simply determined by state guidelines, but by the athlete and their parents as
well. Although a student may want to get back to playing as soon as possible, their parents may not be
comfortable. An anonymous parent I interviewed said, “I want my kids to get back to playing their sports, but I
don't want them to think this means the risks of the virus is over. They can still bring it home to our family, and those
of us that aren't in our youth are at higher risk when it comes to the virus.”
Overall, students and parents have many different opinions and reasons whether or not they think that the
sports seasons should be happening. What everyone agreed upon, however, was that they want what’s best for
them and the community.

ENTERTAINMENT

Two Friends Release Long Awaited
Addition to The “Big Bootie” Remixes
By Juliet Paradise
After much anticipation, the music group "Two Friends"
released the 18th volume of their famous Big Bootie
Remixes on October 26, 2020. Matt Halper and Eli Sones,
the "Two Friends", are a DJ and producer duo from Los
Angeles. Best friends since the seventh grade, the duo
started experimenting with music during their senior year
of high school by creating mashups of popular songs.
Since then, they have produced a few of their own songs,
as well as their own podcast, but the remixes they create
are what ultimately skyrocketed their success and drew
their large fanbase. To promote their newest remix, Two
Friends live-streamed a premiere of the remix, attracting a
turnout of over 50,000 online viewers. Each remix, typically
an hour long, contains a combination of over one hundred
new, old, unknown, and classic songs from a variety of
genres. The newest volume incorporated songs from a
diverse list of decades: “Mr Brightside” (2003), “UCLA”
(2018), “Hello, Goodbye” (1967), and “Perfect” (2015). Many
famous artists such as Kanye West, Britney Spears,
Madonna, and French Montana were sampled on the

From: https://www.instagram.com/twofriendsmusic/

track.
As of December, the new remix has surpassed one

Before the coronavirus pandemic, Two Friends went on

million plays; however, it is being met with mixed reviews.

tour with Matoma, a Norwegian DJ and Producer. Two

Syosset High School sophomore Jocelyn Freedman stated,

Friends and Matoma traveled across the country from

“it was really good and I liked it a lot. It might be my

January 16th to March 7th. Currently, the duo has not yet

favorite so far.” Despite her enthusiastic response, there

announced any upcoming events or plans for the future

have been a few critics of the new release. Natalie

due to the uncertainty of the pandemic. All of Two

Obedian, a sophomore at Syosset High School, feels as

Friends’s remixes, songs, and podcasts can be found on

though “the remix was not as good as the previous ones,

Spotify, Soundcloud, and YouTube. If you have not already

and [she thinks] that they have done so much better.”

done so, listen to their new remix!
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