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It is with much excitement that we welcome our

students back to our school buildings for the 2021-22

school year!

The Syosset Central School District has developed

comprehensive plans for the reopening of schools for the

2021-22 academic school year with the health and safety

of our learning community at the forefront of our

planning. While providing the safest learning

environment possible, we are committed to delivering

the exceptional instructional program Syosset is known

for and nurturing the social-emotional and mental

wellness of our students. 

This School Reopening Plan will define clear protocols

that will be in place when schools open in September

2021, and aligns with the regulations and guidance

provided by the New York State Education Department

(NYSED), Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

(CDC), and the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP).  

Conditions surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic will be

monitored closely and the District may modify operations

outlined in this plan as necessary. We will continue to

update the District website with the most up-to-date

information. 

We would like to thank the Syosset community for your

understanding, support and cooperation with our

protocols designed to keep our learning community

healthy and safe. 
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OVERVIEW 

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/back-school/nysed-health-and-safety-guide-for-the-2021-2022-school-year.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html
https://www.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/
https://www.syossetschools.org/Page/834


All plans for the reopening of schools were focused on the health and safety of

our learning community, while addressing the academic, social-emotional and

physical needs of our student body.

CDC issues guidance recommending all individuals wear masks in public indoor

settings regardless of vaccination statue in areas of substantial or high

transmission. 

Commissioner of the New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH) issued a

statement announcing the State would not be issuing reopening guidance to

schools. State officials recommend district leaders follow the CDC guidance issued

on July 28.

New York State Education Department (NYSED) issues "Back to School Guidance"

to school districts. The Nassau County Department of Health also issued a

statement recommending that school districts follow this guidance from NYSED,

as NYSED is the jurisdictional body overseeing schools. 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES
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Timeline
July 28

August 5

August 12

Focus on supporting students, understanding each student's unique

circumstance, and establishing meaningful connections. 

Two additional social workers have been hired.

Professional development days focused on supporting mental/

emotional health to take place prior to the start of school. 

Implement extensive protocols to mitigate the spread of the virus, 

 minimize any risk that can’t be eliminated, and keep our community safe.

Adhere to all public health guidelines.

Health and Safety

Return instruction as closely as possible to the pre-pandemic model. 

Provide supplemental instruction to assist students needing to "catch up."

Incorporate flexibility to pivot to virtual instruction in the event of an

outbreak.

Teaching and Learning

Social-Emotional Well-Being

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html
http://www.nysed.gov/back-to-school


Masks

OVERVIEW
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What is the same as the 2020-2021 school year?

Management of Individuals With Suspected and/or Confirmed COVID-19 Cases

Cleaning and Disinfecting Protocols

Personal Hygiene 

Contact Tracing, Quarantining

Masks are required for all individuals when indoors and on buses regardless of vaccination

status.

Mask breaks will be offered throughout the school day. 

Buildings will be thoroughly cleaned every evening with the use of electrostatic sprayers. 

Isolation rooms will be available for students where they will be supervised until the

parent/guardian is able to pick the student up from school.

Handwashing breaks are built into the school day.

Hand sanitizer is available in all classrooms and public spaces. 

Portable handwashing stations remain.  

10-day quarantine for unvaccinated persons.

School contact tracing teams remain. 

Physical Distance
Physical distancing recommendation remains at 6 feet for adults.

COVID Testing for High-Risk Sports

Weekly testing required for unvaccinated student-athletes participating in sports identified

as high-risk.

Daily Temperature Screening
All individuals entering school buildings will have their temperature screened. 

Vaccination
No vaccination mandate for staff or students. 

Ventilation
HEPA and MERV-13 filters installed in every air handling unit that can accommodate them.

Use of Outdoor Spaces

Tents will continue be utilized, weather permitting. 



Instruction

OVERVIEW
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What has changed from the 2020-2021 school year?

Physical Distance

Contact Tracing for Students

Daily Attestation

Instruction will be in-person. 

Syosset High School students will attend school every day.

Alternate instruction will be provided for students under quarantine.

Return to 9-period day at the middle schools. Students will move/switch rooms

between periods. 

3 feet of physical distance will be maintained between students within classrooms.

The daily health attestation is no longer required to be completed prior to entering

school buildings. 

Students that are separated by 3’ or greater and both are masked are not close

contacts (reduced from 6 feet). 

No quarantine for asymptomatic vaccinated individuals identified as being in close

contact with a confirmed case.

Bus Transportation
Return to normal bus seating and routing. Masks and ventilation still required. 

Athletics
Return to normal athletic seasons. 

Ventilation
New DOAS ventilation system in secondary schools will go on-line by the end of

September.

Technology

Cafeterias/Meal Spaces

Cafeterias and other meal spaces will be able to accommodate additional students.

New Chromebooks have been ordered as part of a replacement cycle for older,

slower models.



Physical safety is at the foundation of all else. Although we cannot eliminate risk

altogether, we can take significant steps to minimize it, to protect the learning

environment, and to address health concerns quickly as they arise. Our protective

measures are based on 2 overall strategies:

HEALTH & SAFETY PROTOCOLS
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Reduce the likelihood of an infected individual coming into

the learning environment (by requiring daily temperature

taking and, in partnership with parents/guardians, 

 screening for symptoms).

Create a system of redundant physical protections within

the school environment designed to mitigate risk in the

event a positive case is present.

Fever

Shortness of breath

Difficulty breathing

Loss of taste or smell

New or worsening cough

Sore throat

Muscle aches

Symptoms of COVID-19  

Students and staff will be excluded from school if they have any of the following:

Students or staff excluded for these symptoms should not return until they have been COVID

tested or received a medical evaluation that determines that their symptoms were more likely

due to another cause (e.g., sore throat due to strep throat).  In this latter case, the individual can

return when they meet non-contagious criteria for that condition.

Note: If these symptoms are explainable by an underlying condition (such as shortness of breath

or cough for an individual with asthma) exclusion may not be necessary.

Chills

Fatigue

Headache

Congestion/runny nose

Diarrhea

Nausea or vomiting



The District has and will maintain an inventory of cloth face masks for students, staff, and

visitors that arrive without one. Masks are also required to be worn on school buses. 

Mask breaks for students will occur during meals or instruction when other protective

measures are in place, such as six feet of distance between individuals or when students are

outdoors. Mask breaks will also be structured in ways that make them most protective of the

safety of others, such as having every other student alternate their breaks so there is even

greater distance between simultaneously unmasked students.

Students who cannot medically tolerate masks must seek accommodations prior to the start

of school through the 504 process. Students will receive alternate "point source" mitigation

strategies. 

Masks should be paper surgical masks or cloth masks with a filter layer. Gaiters, bandanas and

masks with vents are not permitted.

Students and staff may use alternate PPE (i.e., face coverings that are transparent at or around

the mouth) for instruction or interventions that require visualization of the movement of the

lips and/or mouths (e.g., speech therapy). These alternate coverings may also be used for

certain students (e.g., hearing impaired) who benefit from being able to see more of the face

of the staff member. However, face shields are not an acceptable substitute for cloth face

masks. Masks must cover both the nose and mouth.

Wearing of face masks is incorporated into the dress code expectations for every student,

which are outlined in the District Code of Conduct, Character and Support. Non-compliance

will be addressed as a Code of Conduct violation.

Masks

The CDC, NYSED and AAP strongly recommend universal masking by all individuals in school

settings, regardless of vaccination status. And on August 24, 2021, Governor Hochul directed the

NYSDOH to institute a universal mask requirement in all schools. 

Accordingly, all students and staff will be required to wear masks while indoors and on
buses regardless of vaccination status. 

Masks will be optional for all outdoor activities. Masks are recommended when outdoors in
crowded settings or when in close contact with others. 

The protocol of mask wearing by all will allow for the return of many school activities that were

unable to take place last year, lessen the degree of physical distancing between students, reduce

the number of students and staff members placed in quarantine, and limit the amount of

resources spent on contact tracing. 

The mask policy will be reevaluated on an ongoing basis and based on any updates to CDC,

NYSDOH or NYSED guidance and in response to community transmission rates.

HEALTH & SAFETY PROTOCOLS
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https://www.syossetschools.org/Page/372
https://www.syossetschools.org/domain/286


Students will maintain a physical distance of 3 feet in classrooms.  

Band and Chorus classes will maintain 6 feet of physical distance.

Adults will maintain a physical distance of 6 feet.

Six feet of physical distance will be maintained while students are eating indoors.

No physical distance is required on buses. 

Physical Distancing

Physical distancing means keeping space between yourself and other people while outside

your home, and avoidance of gathering in groups, crowded places and mass gatherings. The

goal of physical distancing is to limit physical contact to decrease viral spread among people

in community settings, such as schools.  

All classrooms have been measured to determine the capacity of each room based on

physical distance guidelines. 

HEALTH & SAFETY PROTOCOLS
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All instructional spaces have been

redesigned so that students can maintain

a physical distance of 3 feet from one

another and 6 feet from adults.

Furniture placement in the classrooms has

been adjusted accordingly.

Changes to foot-traffic flow through

buildings have been identified to limit the

amount of close contact between

students in high-traffic situations.

Staggered arrival and/or dismissal times

may be implemented.

Multiple entry/exit points will be utilized

rather than funneling all students through the

same space. 

Bathroom usage may be monitored by staff to

ensure physical distancing. 

Size of groups/cohorts of students will be

determined by the number of students who

can be in each classroom while maintaining 3

feet of physical distancing.

In classroom settings where physical

distancing is not possible, employees working

with students with disabilities will be provided

additional personal protective equipment.



Protocol for Daily Temperature Taking
All students, staff, and visitors will have their temperature taken upon entrance to the buildings. 

 IR non-touch temperature screening devices will be used to identify individuals exhibiting

temperature of 100.0 Degrees F. or greater.

HEALTH & SAFETY PROTOCOLS
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Hand Hygiene

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) maintains that one of the best ways to protect

yourself against the virus is to wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. 

Handwashing breaks are built into the school day.

Touch-free paper towel and soap dispensers have been installed in all restrooms.

Touch-free faucets, paper towels, and soap dispensers have been installed in the newly

renovated bathrooms.

Hand-sanitizer dispensers available in every classroom.

Portable handwashing stations have been deployed at secondary schools.

Parents must take their child’s temperature daily prior to sending the child to school or the

bus stop.

No student with a temperature of 100.0° F or greater should come to school or ride the bus.

Upon arrival at school, temperatures will be screened. 

Students with temperatures of 100.0° F or greater will be directed to the nurses office and

isolated in a separate space. A parent or guardian will be called to immediately pick the child

up from school.

Students may return to school upon symptom resolution and documentation from the health

care provider.

Oversee the articulated aspects of Health Screening, Containment, Contact Tracing, and Return

to School.

Communicate directly with the Building-Level COVID Managers (school nurses).

Students and staff should be moved safely, respectfully, as well as in accordance with applicable

privacy laws or regulations, to the isolation room for evaluation.

Students will be supervised by a staff member who maintains at least 6’ of distance and uses

appropriate PPE.

Management of Suspected and Confirmed COVID-19 Cases

The District has identified one Lead Nurse as the COVID Coordinator who will, in communication

with the District Physician, the DOH, and District Administration:

School buildings have a room to isolate students or staff with symptoms of COVID-19 identified

during the school day.

The daily health attestation is no longer required to be completed prior to entering school buildings. 



HEALTH & SAFETY PROTOCOLS
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A close contact is defined as someone who was within six feet of an infected person for a

cumulative total of fifteen minutes or more over a twenty-four hour period. 

However, in the K-12 classroom setting, students who are separated by at least three feet

from an infected student are not considered close contacts if both the infected student

and the exposed students correctly and consistently wore well-fitting masks. 

Adults that are separated by 6 feet or greater are not considered close contacts if masks

were worn. 

The CDC and NYSED recommend that all individuals, regardless of vaccination status, receive a

COVID-19 test if they were in close contact with an individual infected with COVID-19.

Fully vaccinated students, teachers, and staff with no COVID-19 symptoms do not need to

quarantine following an exposure to someone with COVID-19, but should get a COVID-19 test

three to five days after exposure.

Contact Tracing

COVID Testing

The District will continue its partnership with

Advanced Cardiovascular Diagnostics to offer

COVID testing to the Syosset community.

Appointments can be made online (visit the

District website for the link to make an

appointment). 

Persons will proof of vaccination in close contact with someone who has COVID-19

but do NOT have COVID-19 symptoms do not need to quarantine. They should get

tested 3-5 days following a known exposure.

Unvaccinated people should get tested and must quarantine for 10 days if they have

been in close contact with someone who has COVID-19.

Quarantine Criteria for COVID-19

COVID Reporting
The District will continue to report confirmed

positive COVID-19 cases to the community.

Please report positive COVID cases, or close

contact with a positive case, to the District. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=NtRVa42bQkCizuVqi4B2ybootsFetSRHrDr-DomtXClUMzRPMzk4M0xCNVM0VkZZRVY1TzdUUzBLVy4u
http://www.syossetschools.org/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=NtRVa42bQkCizuVqi4B2ybootsFetSRHrDr-DomtXClUMzRPMzk4M0xCNVM0VkZZRVY1TzdUUzBLVy4u


HEPA and MERV-13 filters have been installed in every air handling unit that can

accommodate them. 

All elementary schools meet our mechanical ventilation requirements. 

Secondary schools are in the process of receiving Direct Outdoor Air System (DOAS) upgrades.

Construction on the DOAS project should be complete by the end of September, allowing for

windows to be closed without compromising room ventilation. Secondary school classrooms,

which may have a higher concentration of young adults/adults, will continue to employ

portable HEPA air filters even after the DOAS construction project is complete. 

Touchless soap and paper towel dispensers have been installed in each restroom in all

school buildings. The sixteen bathrooms renovated during the summer of 2020 have

touchless faucets, touchless toilets & urinals, touchless soap and paper towel dispensers and

touchless door opening systems. The District has also installed portable handwashing

stations. Building signage throughout all school buildings encourages physical distancing,

wearing of face masks and proper hygiene practices. 

FACILITIES

Air Filtration / Ventilation
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Air Filtration

Present

Cleaning Products

The District’s custodial staff utilizes cleaners that meet

NYS Green cleaning standards and disinfectants that are

EPA-approved to be effective against viruses similar to the

COVID-19 virus on hard non-porous surfaces.

Cleaning and Disinfecting Protocols

Along with their daily cleaning requirements, the custodial team has increased the frequency

of disinfecting surfaces, such as high-touch surfaces in common areas and in all classrooms

and athletic areas.

Cleaning Tools

The custodial team utilizes Victory sprayers and other

applicators to thoroughly and effectively disinfect large

areas.  The Victory sprayers use the process of adding an

electrostatic charge inside the liquid droplets when they

are sprayed, helping the droplets to better cling to the

surface and provide better disinfectant coverage.



FACILITIES
Cleaning Protocols

Several times during the school day, custodial workers will clean and disinfect high

touch points and surfaces (doorknobs, light switches, push bars, stairwell handrails,

ledges), hallway and nurses office bathrooms.   

Classroom monitors and/or aides may assist custodians by performing periodic cleaning

of classroom chairs and desks. 

Nightly, the custodial staff will spot mop, dust mop, clean and disinfect each classroom,

classroom bathroom, nurse office, offices, gymnasium, multi-purpose room and high

touch points with one of the District’s disinfectant products (Diversey Virex II 256 or

Bioesque Botanical Disinfectant Solution), using the appropriate applicator.

Bi-monthly, the custodial staff will clean, disinfect and apply BioProtect on classroom,

bathroom and other surfaces.  BioProtect is an EPA established antimicrobial

technology that provides protection to surfaces, protecting surfaces from microbes for

up to 60 days.

Elementary school level: 

Several times throughout the day, custodial workers will clean and disinfect high

touch points and surfaces (doorknobs, light switches, push bars, stairwell handrails,

ledges), and hallway and nurse bathrooms.  

Nightly, the custodial staff will spot mop, dust mop, clean and disinfect each

classroom desk and chair, hallway bathroom, gymnasium, multi-purpose room,

locker room and high touch points with one of the District’s disinfectant products

(Diversey Virex  II 256 or Bioesque Botanical Disinfectant Solution), using the

appropriate applicator.

Bi-monthly, the custodial staff will clean, disinfect and apply BioProtect on

classroom, bathroom and other surfaces.  BioProtect is an EPA established

antimicrobial technology that provides protection to surfaces, protecting surfaces

from microbes for up to 60 days.

Middle and High School:

12



TRANSPORTATION
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In coordination with the District’s transportation contractor, Huntington Coach, the

District will continue to provide safe transportation for all students. Routing will be

similar to 2020-21; however, If fewer students are driven by car, bus density may increase. 

Bus Health and Safety Protocols
The following safety protocols are being implemented by the District and Huntington

Coach, the District’s transportation contractor:

All individuals will be required to wear masks on buses (a supply of masks will be

given to all drivers should students arrive at the bus without a mask).

Physical distance on buses is not required by the CDC, however contract tracing

protocols will apply. 

A student may only ride on their assigned bus.

Except for emergency situations, students should maintain the same mode of

transportation for the year as schools cannot accommodate daily modifications

to transportation schedules. 

The early morning bus at the elementary level is not scheduled for the fall.

Bus ventilation will be improved by opening windows a safe amount and by

operating the roof hatches and the integrated exhaust fans.

Arrival/dismissal procedures may be staggered so that students can enter the

buildings safely. 

We anticipate that even with normal-density routing, protocols may result in

longer route times.

Every day, all high contact surfaces (handrails, seat corners, etc.) will be resprayed

using that same product.

All interior surfaces of Company School Vehicles will be sprayed thoroughly with a

sanitizing and disinfecting product called Valuguard VG-G200 every 30 days. 

This product is EPA approved, and kills 99% of germs and viruses on contact,

including Human Coronavirus. It is designed to dry on the surfaces, where it

remains effective for up to 30 days. It is environmentally safe and non-toxic.

Huntington Coach affirms that its employees will receive training on the proper

use of PPE and the signs and symptoms of COVID-19.

Upon arrival to work each morning and afternoon, all transportation employees

are screened for symptoms of COVID-19. This screening includes verbal verification

that the employee is not suffering from the CDC identified symptoms, and a scan

of their body temperature using a touch-free temperature scanner.

Bus Cleaning and Disinfecting
Cleaning and disinfecting of buses will take place daily by Huntington Coach, the District’s

transportation contractor.



Students will be served a limited-menu in a grab-

and-go style as well as selected entrees. 

Selections will be available from the cafeteria and

via several mobile carts at alternate locations.

Protocol for High School lunch service:

A pre-order menu system will be available for

grades K - 8.

Protocol for Elementary & Middle School lunch
service: 

FOOD SERVICES
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Physical distance will be maximized as much as possible while moving through the

food service line and while eating. 

Additional spaces will be used outside of the cafeteria for mealtime seating such as

gymnasiums, classrooms, all-purpose rooms or outdoor seating to help facilitate

distancing.

The District will continue to provide all students access to school meals compliant with

NYSED Child Nutrition meal pattern requirements every school day.

The US Department of Agriculture has extended the provision of free meals (breakfast and

lunch) to ALL students on days school is in session. Free meals are no longer available for

weekends or on days when school is not in session. 

PPE Protocols

Employee Health Monitoring

Increased sanitation measures:

More frequent cleaning of all surfaces

CDC hospital grade disinfectants

Health & Respiratory Hygiene Training

Physical Distancing

Food Service Worker Training

The District’s food service provider, Aramark,

has implemented COVID-19 Mitigation

Protocols and safety training, including the

following: 

Food Allergens

The existing point of sale (POS) system will

ensure attentiveness to students with allergies at

all levels. School nurses will identify students

with food allergies to staff working with these

students. Particular attention will be paid to

ensure that students are maintaining separation

from identified food allergens during lunch in

any areas used for dining. Physical distancing

will mitigate the spread of allergens. Moreover,

the established room cleaning protocol will

ensure that any surface area which may

potentially retain food allergens will be

thoroughly disinfected. 



INSTRUCTION

What is C Day? 
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In alignment with the guidance from the CDC, AAP and NYSED, which universally

recommends in-person learning for students, we strongly feel that in-person

instruction is best for our students. As such, the plan for the 2021-22 school year

does not include a virtual instruction option. 

Alternate instruction will be provided for students under quarantine. 

The District will be prepared to pivot to virtual instruction should one or more

school buildings need to close due to a significant number of COVID-19 cases, or

we experience a considerable increase in regional cases. Decisions will be made in

consultation with the Department of Health. 

In early September, administer curriculum-based measures in literacy and math to collect
student performance data as a baseline for progress;
Provide additional small group literacy/math support to compensate for academic skill loss
to students identified as in need of such support; 
In early October, administer standardized measures of academic growth to monitor

students’ learning progress;
Continue to provide small group academic supports to students as needed.

Curriculum and instruction will be structured to account for the potential loss of learning that
may have resulted from the extended school closure. 

Assessing Student Progress
To accelerate students’ progress, administrators and educators will identify what unfinished
learning standards need to be addressed.

Academic Grading Policies
Teachers will establish course grading policies consistent with those in place prior to the
pandemic to assess student learning and mastery of the curriculum, evaluate student
performance on class assignments, and populate the transcript (where applicable).

All students K-12 are provided with a District Chromebook. 

Syosset teachers are well-versed in the use of technology to enhance instruction. 

Software has been purchased to support curriculum and diversify learning.

New Chromebooks have been ordered as part of a replacement cycle for older, slower

models.

Technology

Assessment & Interventions



Band and Chorus classes will maintain 6 feet of physical distance.

Orchestras may be at 3 feet of physical distance and non-wind instruments

(percussionists) in Band may also be at 3 feet.

Students will not share music stands. Additional music stands have been ordered for

the District.

Additional bell covers have been ordered for instruments.

Students playing wind instruments no longer need to wear masks with a slit cut in

them. While masks are not required while playing, they are required at all other times

during class and/or rehearsals.  

Music Ensembles

Ensemble Groups will be run with the following health and safety protocols:

Singing with masks, while certainly not optimal for proper vocalizing, is required.  

Physical distancing of 6’ must be maintained while students are singing with masks. 

Chorus protocols are as follows:

The District will continue to provide our students with opportunities to explore and

discover talents and passion. Arts instruction in each discipline area and grade level

will be provided while adhering to physical distancing and safety protocols.

ARTS
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Art

In most instances, elementary and

middle school art classes should be

returning to the art rooms in their

buildings.

Shared art supplies will be cleaned

frequently. 



Portable filtration units will be placed in gyms to supplement building ventilation systems. 

Weekly COVID-19 testing will be implemented for unvaccinated student-athletes in high-risk

sports.

Home and visitor spectators will be permitted.

Masks will be optional for outdoor spectators. 

Indoor spectators are limited to two per athlete for both home and visitors. Spectators should

sit 6 feet away from other family units and remain masked.

Athletes must abide by physical distancing rules and not congregate.

Coaches will reinforce physical distancing and PPE guidelines.

Masks will be worn when not engaged in physical activity.

Livestreaming of indoor varsity contests will continue. 

Athletics

Athletics will return to normal seasons.

The following health and athletic safety protocols will be in place:

ATHLETICS, PHYSICAL EDUCATION,
EXTRACURRICULAR
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At the elementary level, feasibility of running clubs will be assessed after the first month

of school.

At the middle school level, all extracurricular activities will take place in person

beginning in October. 

At the high school level, all extracurricular activities will take place in person beginning

in September.

Extracurricular Activities

Extracurricular activities are an important part of the rich breadth of educational

opportunities offered in Syosset. 

Masks will be required during indoor Physical

Education. Masks will be optional for outdoor

Physical education.  

Locker rooms will not be available for Physical

Education classes.

Physical Education



The District hired 2 additional social workers using federal grant funds this school year.

Professional development days are taking place prior to the start of school for teachers

on supporting student mental/emotional health.

Counselors, Social Workers, BCBAs, and Psychologists are available to support in-district

and to assist in making referrals. 

Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) supports (i.e. Advisory Program at secondary level and

classroom SEL curriculum at elementary level) will be provided to all students to not

only offer SEL skill-building, but also provide an opportunity for staff to have proactive

check-ins with students to identify student SEL and mental health needs. Restorative

practices will also be used.

General social-emotional learning/mental health resources are provided on the District

website to all families, students, and staff.

Referrals are streamlined through the Multi-Tiered System of Support (MTSS) for

mental health, behavioral health, and emotional support services. Resources provided

to families through MTSS will be curated based on family/student needs.

Referrals are provided to various community-based support services including

hospitals, psychiatrists, psychologists, social workers, and support groups. The cultural,

language, and financial needs of families are considered when providing the referral. 

Small group, virtual training for faculty and staff is available addressing various

challenges regarding student tolerance for PPE and/or new health and safety

procedures.

SOCIAL EMOTIONAL WELL-BEING
The District recognizes that many students have experienced loss, financial instability, or the

disruption of social isolation. We know many of our students will require social-emotional

support to help them re-engage and re-enter school. Nurturing the social-emotional and

mental well-being of students will be essential this school year.

We are committed to maintaining an emotionally and physically safe, supportive, and

engaging learning environment to promote all students’ social and emotional well-being and

development. The District will provide the following resources to address mental health,

behavioral, and emotional support for both students and staff:
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Parent Counseling will be offered remotely; both synchronous and asynchronous.

Ongoing, on-demand information and outreach will be provided via the Parent Support

section on the District website.

The MTSS Team will provide curated and targeted resources to families based on need.

CPSE/CSE meetings will be held remotely at the start of the school year in the parent’s

preferred language.

Parent Engagement Regarding the Provision of Services

https://www.syossetschools.org/domain/294


The provision of a free and appropriate public education (FAPE) to eligible students identified

by the Committee on Special Education (CSE) remains within the school reopening plan.

Special education programs, related services, and supplemental aids/services are provided to

students as listed in the student’s Individual Education Plan (IEP) to consistently protect the

health/safety of students with disabilities and those providing the services. All

accommodations, modifications, supplemental aids/services, and assistive technology

interventions are provided to students.

SPECIAL EDUCATION, 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS, 
HOMESCHOOLING

Parent procedural safeguards remain in place. 
Student referrals to CSE continue to be accepted. 
CPSE/CSE, 504, and teacher meetings will be held remotely at the start of the
school year.

Continued support and instruction, to meet “units
of study” requirements.
Ongoing communication, in the language of
preference, regarding the identification and
delivery of services for all English language
learners.
Attention to all timelines for identification,
notifications, and placement for ENL students.
Ongoing supports for students’ emotional well-
being.

Using NYSED guidance, students will be provided
English as a New Language (ENL) services according
to their levels of proficiency.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS

SPECIAL EDUCATION

 

Homeschooling
 

Parents of resident students of compulsory school attendance age who intend to

provide home instruction to their child(ren) need to inform the District of their

intention. A letter of intent including the name, age, and current school of attendance

for each child is to be forwarded to the Office of Pupil Personnel Services. The parent

will receive confirmation of the request and a packet of information/directions on the

submission of an Individual Home Instruction Plan (IHIP) for each student. Please refer

to the NYS website link for further information:

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/100_10.html

 

https://www.syossetschools.org/domain/300
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/100_10.html


EVENTS, VISITORS, DRILLS
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All parent meetings will be held via videoconference.

All visitors will have their temperature taken upon entering. 

All visitors will be required to wear face coverings/masks and maintain physical

distancing at all times.

Events

At this time, all events and assemblies will be evaluated on an individual basis. Indoor

events will generally not take place during the months of September and October. Events

that take place outdoors will proceed. No food or refreshments should be served during

school events at this time.

 

In-person field trips will not take place from September through mid-November. After the

first quarter of the school year, field trips will be re-evaluated. 

 

Open House nights will take place virtually this year. 

 

 

School Building Visitors

Currently building visitors are limited to those participating in essential and/or necessary

functions only, such as picking up a child. 

 

 

Safety Drills

Conducting drills is an important part of keeping stu dents and staff safe in an emergency,

however, steps will be taken to minimize the risk of spread ing infection while conducting

drills. As such, it may be necessary to conduct drills using protocols that are different from

previous years.

Regardless of the modification used when conducting a drill, students will be instructed

that if it was an actual emergency that required evacuation or lockdown, the most

imminent concern is to get to safety; maintaining physical distancing in an actual

emergency that requires evacuation or lockdown may not be possible and should not be

the first priority.  



Syosset will provide staff, students, and families with comprehensive and proactive

information about the protocols in place and any modifications to the plan as needed

throughout the 2021-2022 school year. 

We strive for clear communication channels that equip all stakeholders with essential

information in a timely manner. We encourage the community to attend monthly

Board of Education meetings, which are live streamed for convenience. A link to

access the livestream will be available on the District website on the day of the

meeting. 

COMMUNICATION
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CDC Guidance to Schools  

Updated August 5, 2021

NYS Education Department "Back to School" Guidance 

Released August 12, 2021

American Academy of Pediatrics COVID-19 Guidance for Safe Schools  

Updated July 18, 2021

Nassau County Health Department

New York State Department of Health

Official News from Governor Cuomo's Office

World Health Organization

References & Resources

The District has created a section of the

public website to communicate

information, plans and protocols:

www.syossetschools.org/reopening. In

addition to the website, we will use an

array of platforms including email, text

messaging, telephone calls and social

media to disseminate important

information.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html
http://www.nysed.gov/back-school/health-and-safety-guide-2021-2022-school-year
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/
https://www.nassaucountyny.gov/1652/Health-Department
https://www.health.ny.gov/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
http://www.syossetschools.org/reopening


2021-2022 BACK TO SCHOOL PLAN

SYOSSET CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

This document is subject to change as conditions evolve in our
community. If and when the circumstances surrounding the
COVID-19 pandemic change, the guidance we receive from state
and local agencies may also change and cause adjustments to our
plans. 

Please monitor the District website (www.syossetschools.org) for
the latest information.

http://www.syossetschools.org/

